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HEALTH ORDER REQUIRING USB OF FACE COVBRINGS IN HIGHER.
RISK SETTINGS; AND RESCISSION OF PRIOR HEALTH ORDERS
DATE OF ORDER: September 12.2022
TINDER THE AUTHORITY OF CALIFORNIA HEALTH AND SAFETY CODE SECTIONS
1O1O4O, 101085, 120175, AND SANTA CLARA COI.INTY ORDINANCE CODE SECTION A1833, THE HEALTH OFFICER OF THE COUNTY OF SANTA CLARA ("HEALTH OFFICER")
ORDERS:

1.

Background and Purpose. The Health Officer makes this Order in light of the current state
of the COVID-l9 pandemic emergency. Specifically, at this stage and time of the pandemic,
including consideration of the widespread availability of testing and vaccinations and the high
level of community vaccination in Santa Claru County (the "County"), the necessity for
mandatory orders related to vaccination and access to testing has diminished. However, the
risk of COVID-19 in Higher-Risk Settings remains significant, and so it continues to be
important for Face Coverings to be used in Higher-Risk Settings. This Order therefore
rescinds prior Health Orders, as described in Section 2 below, while maintaining existing Face
Covering requirements in Higher-Risk Settings, as set forth in Section 3 below. This Order
also sets forth a number of important recommendations by the Health Officer in response to the
continued risks posed by COVID-19 in our community.

2.

Rescission of Prior Health Orders. The March 7 ,2022 Health Officer Order Requiring UpTo-Date COVID-19 Vaccination of Personnel in Higher-Risk Settings is hereby rescinded.
The January 31,2022 Health Officer Order Requiring Certain Healthcare Facilities Within the
County to Provide COVID-I9 Diagnostic Testing is hereby rescinded. The September 4,2020
Health Officer Order Mandating that All Health Care Facilities in Santa Clara County Require
Healthcare Workers Receive an Annual Influenza Vaccination is hereby rescinded. For clarity,
other than the mandatory requirement to wear Face Coverings in Higher-Risk Settings as
provided in this Order, all other mandatory CovlD-lg-related countywide Health Officer
Orders that are currently still in effect are hereby rescinded.

3.

Mandatory Requirement to Wear Face Coverings in Higher-Risk Settings.

a.

Regardless of vaccination status, all persons in Higher-Risk Settings must wear Face
Coverings, except in those circumstances or for those persons exempted pursuant to the
"Guidance on the Use of Face Masks" issued on April 20,2022 by the California
Deparlment of Public Health (CDPH) and in effect as of September 12,2022 at:
C/Pases/COVTD- I 9/sui dance-for-facehttns ://www.cdDh.ca. sov

coverings.aspx, and included in this Order as Appendix

A.

For clarity, this provision
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does not incorporate any changes to the Guidance made by the CDPH after the
Effective Date of this Order.

b. All businesses and governmental

entities with Higher-Risk Settings must enforce this
personnel
and for all customers or members of the
face covering requirement for all
public entering Higher-Risk Settings, regardless of vaccination status. All such
businesses and governmental entities must post clearly visible and easy-to-read signage
at all entry points for indoor settings to communicate the Face Covering requirements
to all persons entering the facility. In addition, those responsible for indoor public
settings are strongly encouraged to provide Face Coverings at no cost to individuals
who do not have one upon entry.

4.

Definitions.

a.

"Business" includes any for-profit, non-profit, or educational entity, whether a
corporate entity, organization, partnership, or sole proprietorship, and regardless of the
nature of the service, the function it performs, or its corporate or entity structure. For
clarity, "business" also includes a for-profit, non-profit, or educational entity
performing services or functions under contract with a governmental entity.

b.

"Face Covering" means aface covering that is well-fitted to an individual and covers
the nose and mouth especially while talking, consistent with the guidance of the CDPH
C/Pases/COVID- I 9/suidance-forat httos://www.cdoh.ca.sov/Prosram
face-coverings.aspx. A face covering does not include a scarf, ski mask, balaclava,
bandana, turtleneck, collar, or single layer of fabric or any mask that has an unfiltered
one-way exhaust valve. Individuals are strongly urged to wear KN95, KF94, N95, or
similarly protective face coverings.

c.

"Higher-Risk Settings" are settings that involve working indoors in shared air space or
proximity to people who are at higher risk of severe illness, hospitalization, or death
from COVID-l9 because of age or underlying medical condition, as well as congregate
settings where outbreaks are likely to occur. For the purposes of this Order, HigherRisk Settings are those portions of the following facilities where there is shared indoor
air space or proximity to patients, clients, or vulnerable populations:

1. skilled nursing facilities, long-term care facilities, adult day care facilities, and
memory care facilities;
2. healthcare delivery facilities (such as hospitals, clinics, medical offices, dialysis
centers, etc.) where patient care is provided, as well as medical first responders
while providing medical response;
3. jails and other correctional facilities; and
4. congregate shelters.
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d.

5.

"Personnel" means any of the following individuals who perform onsite functions:
employees; contractors and sub-contractors (such as those who deliver goods or
perform services onsite); independent contractors; vendors; volunteers and interns; and
any other individuals who routinely are onsite at the request of the business or
govemmental entity.

Recommendations from the Health Officer. The Health Officer urges all businesses and
governmental entities and individuals to follow the recommendations set forth below:

a. All eligible persons are strongly urged to get vaccinated

and remain up to date with the

latest recommended booster against COVID-19 as soon as possible, including receiving
the most recent bivalent COVID-19 booster.

b.

Businesses and govemmental entities should continue to implement mandatory

vaccination requirements for all personnel, subject only to the limited exemptions
required by law. Business and governmental entities are encouraged to continue to set
forth more stringent standards for those working in Higher-Risk Settings or similar
settings that may pose a greater risk to personnel, clients, or the public.
c

Any person, vaccinated or unvaccinated, who has any symptoms consistent with
COVID-19 should get tested immediately and avoid contact with others pending test
results.

6.

Strong Recommendation to Continue Universal Use of Face Coverings Indoors. The
Health Officer continues to strongly recommend that all persons continue to wear Face
Coverings when in indoor settings with shared air space with persons outside their household,
consistent with the provisions of the Health Officer's prior August2,202l Face Covering
Order. The Health Officer fuither recommends that all businesses and governmental entities
likewise continue to require use of Face Coverings in all indoor settings with shared airspace.

7. Applicability. All individuals,

businesses, and other entities in the County are ordered to
comply with the applicable provisions of this Order. For clarity, individuals who do not
currently reside in the County must comply with all applicable requirements of the Order when
they are in the County. Governmental entities must follow the requirements of this Order
applicable to businesses, unless otherwise specifically directed by the Health Officer.

8.

Obligation to Follow Stricter Order. Where

conflict exists between this Order and any
order issued by the State Public Health Officer, the Govemor, or a State agency (such as the
California Division of Occupational Safety and Health (CallOSHA)) related to the COVID-I9
pandemic, the most restrictive mandatory provision controls. For clarity, all individuals and
entities must comply with the State Order, any mandatory guidance issued by the California
Department of Public Health, any mandatory orders of the Governor or a State agency, or any
other mandatory provision of State law to the extent it is stricter than any provision of this
Order. Consistent with California Health and Safety Code section 131080 and the Health
a
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Officer Practice Guide for Communicable Disease Control in California, except if the State
Health Officer issues an order expressly directed at this Order and based on a findingthat a
provision of this Order constitutes a menace to public health, any more restrictive measures in
this Order continue to apply and control in this County. In addition, to the extent any federal
guidelines are inconsistent with this Order, this Order is controlling.

9.

Obligation to Follow State Orders and Regulations. For clarity, all individuals and entities
must continue to comply with the orders of the State Health Officer, any mandatory guidance
issued by the California Department of Public Health, any mandatory orders of the Governor
or a State agency (such as CallOSHA), or any other mandatory provision of State law.

10.

Enforcement. Pursuant to Government Code sections 26602 and 41601, Health and Safety
Code sectionl0l029, and Santa Clara County Ordinance Code section 41-34 et seq.,the
Health Offrcer requests that the Sheriff, all chiefs of police in the County, and all enforcement
officers ensure compliance with and enforce this Order. The violation of any provision of this
Order constitutes an imminent threat and menace to public health, constitutes a public
nuisance, and is punishable by fine, imprisonment, or both. This Order is also subject to the
civil enforcement authority established by Urgency Ordinance No. NS-9.291.

1

1.

Effective Date. This Order is effective at 12:01 am on September 73,2022. This Order shall
continue to be in effect until it is rescinded, superseded, or amended in writing by the Health
Officer.

12. Copies. Copies of this Order shall promptly be: (1) made available at the County Government
Center at 70 W. Hedding Street, San Jos6, California; (2) posted on the County Public Health
Department's COVID-l9 website (covidl9.sccgov.org); and (3) provided to any member of

the public requesting a copy of this Order.
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13.

Severability. If any provision of this Order or its application to any person or circumstance is
held to be invalid, the remainder of the Order, including the application of such part or
provision to other persons or circumstances, shall not be affected and shall continue in full
force and effect. To this end, the provisions of this Order are severable.

IT IS SO ORDERED:

rf trl z"Lz-

Dated:

H. Cody, M.D.
Health Officer of the County of Santa Clara

Approved as to form and legality

Dated:

{ nrlza

R. Williams
County Counsel

Appendix

A:

"Guidance on the Use of Face Masks" from the CDPH as of September 12,2022
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Appendix A:
o'Guidance on the Use of Face Masks" from the California
Department of Public Health as of September I2r 2022

Guidance for Face Coverings

9112122,6:59 AM

I
a CDPH

State of Catifornia-Health and Human
Services Agency

romAs l. nnac6n, M.D., DnP.H.

California Department of
Pubtic Health

Stote Public Heolth Officer & Director

GAVIN NEWSOM
Governor

April20,2022
TO

All Californians

SUBJECT:

Guidance forthe Use of Face Masks

Retated Materials: Face Coverings Q&A I Face Coverings Fact Sheet (PDF) | Face MaskTips and Resources I Face
Guidan
ore Home & Commun
Shietds Q&A (PDF) | Safe Schools for Att Hub
lAll Guidance I More Languages
I

Guidance For the Use of Masks
Background
California has used science to guide our health protection strategies throughout the pandemic. Data show that
because of these strategies, we have saved lives. This is due in [arge part to the co[lective efforts of Catifornians to
get vaccinated, get boosted, and wear masks indoors.
A universal

indoor masking requirement was reinstated on December l5,2021.,to add a layer of mitigation as the

Omicron variant, a Variant of Concern as [abeled by the World Health Organization, increased in prevalence across
California, the United States, and the world and spread much more easity than the originaI SARS-CoV-2 virus and

the Delta variant. lmplementing the universal masking requirement in all indoor public settings during the winter
season was an important toolto decrease community transmission and protect criticaI healthcare system capacity
during the highly infectious Omicron surge. Since the peak in case rates during the Omicron surge in early January
2022,the dramatic surge in cases and hospitatizations due to the highty infectious Omicron variant has dectined
significantty. Californians have also become increasingly knowledgeable about how to protect themselves and

their loved ones with effective masks when there may be risk of COVID-19 exposure or transmission. Accordingly,
CDPH amended this masking guidance to allow the universat indoor masking requirement to expire on February
15,2022 as scheduled.
Effective March 1, 2022,hhe requirement for unvaccinated persons to mask in indoor public settings and
businesses was reptaced by a strong recommendation that all persons, regardless of vaccine status, mask in

indoor pubtic settings and businesses (examptes: retai[, restaurants, theaters, family entertainment centers,
meetings, state and locaI government offices serving the public. Additionally, after March 7L,2022,the universal
masking requirement f or K-72 and Chitdcare settings terminated.

https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/ClD/DCDC/Pages/COVID-19/guidance-for-face-coverings.aspx
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CDPH

currently strongly recommends that individuals in these settings continue to mask in indoor settings.

Masking witt continue to be an important layer of protection along with the continued recommendations around

vaccinations, testing and ventilation, to keep schools a safe environment, even as case rates and hospitalizations
decline.
Effective immediately, the universal masking requirement on pubtic transit and in transit hubs is terminated.
CDPH

currently strongly recommends that individuals in these settings continue to mask while on public transit

and indoors in transit hubs to continue protecting our most vulnerable and those communities disproportionately
impacted by COVID-19. Such settings are often crowded with limited and inadequate ventilation.
As we've shown in our SMARTER Plan, masks, especially those

that offer the best fit and filtration (e.g., N95s,

KN95s, KF94s), are highly recommended, and remain a criticaI component of our multi-layered approach for

protection against COVID-19 infection.

A series

of cross-sectional surveys in the U.S. suggested that a 100/o increase

in self-reported mask wearing tripled the [iketihood of slowing community transmission.[1] Our recently published

case-control study conducted in California from February 18 to December I,2027 demonstrated that consistently
wearing

a

face mask or respirator in indoor public settings reduces the risk of acquiring SARS-CoV-2 infection. [2].

Masks also remain a criticaI component for protecting those that are most vulnerable in our communities,

including the unvaccinated, the immu nocompromised, or those at risk for severe disease and ittness.
Vaccination continues to remain the ultimate exit strategy out of the COVID-19 pandemic. While the percentage of
Californians fu[[y vaccinated and boosted continues to increase, we continue to have areas of the state where
vaccine coverage is [ow, putting individuals and communities at greater risk for COVID-19. As a state, we need to
remain vigilant. Accordingly, CDPH is maintaining the masking requirements in specified high-risk settings,
consistent with CDC recommendations. This a[lows us to continue protecting our most vulnerable poputations and
the workforce that delivers critical services in these settings.
Finally, CDPH is maintaining the requirement that businesses and venue operators, including K-12 schooI and
childcare settings, must allow any individuaI to wear a mask if they desire to.
ln workplaces, employers are subject to the CaIOSHA COVID-19 Emergency Temporary Standards (ETS) or in some

workplaces the Cat/OSHA AerosotTransmissible Diseases (ATD) Standard and should consult those regulations for
add

itionaI applicable requirements.

Locat heatth jurisdictions and entities may continue to implement additionaI requirements that go beyond this

statewide guidance based on local circumstances.
These requirements and recommendations witI continue to be updated as CDPH continues to assess conditions on
an ongoing basis.

Masking Requirements
Masks are required for atl individuals in the fo[[owing indoor settings, regardless of vaccination status. Surgical
masks or higher-level respirators (e.g., N95s, KN95s, KF94s) with good fit are highly recommended.

.
.

Homeless shelters[3], Emergency shelters[4] and cooling and heating centers[5]

Healthcaresettings[6](apptiestoallhealthcaresettings,includingthosethatarenotcoveredbytheState
Health Officer Order issued on Juty 26,2021)*

.
.

State and tocaI correctionalfacilities and detention centers[7]
Long Term Care Settings & Adutt and Senior Care Facitities[B]

https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/ClD/DCDC/Pages/COVID-1 9/guidance-for-face-coverings.aspx
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*ln certain healthcare situations or settings surgicaI masks (or higher fittration masks) are required. See State
Health Officer Order, issued on July 26,2O2I,for a fu[[ list of high-risk congregate and other specifically
enumerated healthcare settings where surgicaI masks are required for unvaccinated workers. The Order also
includes recommendations for respirator use for unvaccinated workers in heatthcare and [ong-term care facilities
in situations or settings not covered by CaI/OSHA ETS or ATD.

Additionatty, masks are strongly recommended for a[[ persons, regardless of vaccine status, in indoor pubtic
settings and businesses (examples: retai[, restaurants, theaters, family entertainment centers, meetings, state and
[ocal government offices serving the pubtic); on public transit (examples: airplanes, ships, ferries, trains, subways,
buses,taxis, and ride-shares); and intransportation hubs (examples: airport, busterminal, marina,train station,
seaport or other port, subway station, or any other area that provides transportation). Surgical masks or higherleveI respirators (e.g., N95s, KN95s, KF94s) with good fit are highty recommended.
For additional information on the most effective types of masks and ensuring a well-fitted mask for adu[ts,

individuals should refer to CDPH Get the Most out of Masking and see CDPH Masking Guidance Frequently Asked
Questions. For additionaI information on the most effective types of masks and ensuring a wetl-fitted mask for
children, individuats shou[d refer to CDPH Masks for Kids: Tips and Resources.

Guidance for Businesses, Venue Operators or Hosts
ln settings where masks are strongly recommended, businesses, venue operators or hosts should consider

.
.

Providing information to all patrons, guests and attendees regarding masking recommendations for all
persons, regard less of vaccine status.
Providing information to all patrons, guests and attendees to consider better fit and fittration for masks

.

[Surgicat masks or higher-level respirators (e.g., N95s, KN95s, KF94s) with good fit are recommended over
cloth masksl.
Requiring all patrons to wear masks, especia[[y when risk in the community may be high, or if those being

.

served are at high-risk for severe disease or i[[ness.
Requ i ring attendees who d o not provide proof of vacci

n

ation to enter ind oor

M

ega Events to conti

nue

masking during the event, especially when not actively eating or drinking.
No person can be prevented from wearing a mask as a condition of participation in an activity or entry into a
business.

Exemptions to masks requirements
The fotlowing individuals are exempt from wearing masks at alltimes:

r

Personsyoungerthantwoyearsold.Veryyoungchildrenmustnotwearamaskbecauseoftheriskof

r

suffocation.
Persons with a medicaI condition, mentaI health condition, or disability that prevents wearing a mask. This
includes persons with a medicaI condition for whom wearing a mask could obstruct breathing or who are
unconscious, incapacitated, or otherwise unab[e to remove a mask without assistance.
Persons who are hearing impaired, or communicating with a person who is hearing impaired, where the

.

abitity to see the mouth is essentiaI for communication.
Persons for whom wearing a mask would create a risk to the person related to their work, as determined by

r

local, state, or federaI regulators or workplace safety guidelines.

[1] Rader B, White LF, Burns MR, et al. Mask-wearing and control of SARS-CoV-2 transmission in the USA: a crosssectionaI study. The Lancet Digital Heatth. 2021;3(3):e148-e157.
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/ClD/DCDC/Pages/COVID-19/guidance-for-face-coverings.aspx
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[2] Andrejko KL, Pry JM, Myers JF, et al. Effectiveness of Face Mask or Respirator Use in lndoor Public Settings for

Prevention of SARS-CoV-2 lnfection

-

California, February-December 2021. MMWR Morb MortalWkty Rep. ePub: 4

February 2022
[3] CDC lnterim Guidance for Homeless Service Providers to Plan and Respond to Coronavirus Disease 2019
(covrD-1e)
[a] CDC's lnterim Guidance for GeneraI Population Disaster Shetters During the COVID-19 Pandemic
[5] CDC COVID-19 and Cooling Centers

[6] CDC lnterim lnfection Prevention and Control Recommendations for Healthcare Personnel Duringthe
Coronavirus Disease 201-9 (COVID-19) Pandemic
[7] CDC lnterim Guidance on Management of Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) in Correctional and Detention
Facilities
[B] CDC Nursing Homes and Long-Term Care Facitities

California Department of Public Health
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Face Coverings Q&A
June 6,2022

Related Materials:
Guidance for the Use of Face Coverings i Face Mask Tips and Resources
i Face Coverings Fact Sheet (PDF) I Face Shields O&A (PDF)
; More Home & Community Guidance : All Guidance ; More Languages

Updates as of June 612O22z

.

Added "Apptied Behavior Analysis therapists" as an example of providers exempt from wearing mask.

The risk for COVID-19 exposure and infection in our communities wit[ continue in California, and there will continue

to be times and places that masks witl hetp protect us from serious outcomes and significant community impact,
especially in populations heavily impacted by COVID-19. Continued use of masks helps prevent COVID-19

transmission among people with higher risk of serious disease from infection (those who are unvaccinated or
immunocompromised), those with prolonged, cumulative exposures, and individuals whose vaccination status is
unknown.
California has updated its Masking Guidance, to ensure that we continue to collectively protect the heatth and weltbeing of alI Californians; keep schoots open for in-person instruction; and atlow California's economy to remain
open and thrive.
ln workplaces, employers are subject to the Cat/OSHA COVID-19 Emergency Temporary Standards (ETS) or in some

workplaces the CaUOSHAAerosol Transmissible Diseases Standard (PDF) and shoutd consutt those regulations for

additionaI applicable req uirements.

Questions & Answers

Why are we issuing updated mask guidance now?
ln alignment with the CDC's announcement that its order requiring masking on public transportation and at

transportation hubs is no [onger in effect, effective immediatety California's requirement for masking on public
transit and in transportation hubs is terminated. CDPH currentty strongly recommends that individuals in these
settings continue to mask while on public transit and indoors in transit hubs to continue protecting our most
vulnerable and those communities disproportionately impacted by COVID-19. Such settings are often crowded with
timited and inadequate ventilation. Masking wi[[ continue to be an important layer of protection along with the
continued recommendations arou nd vaccinations, testing and ventilation.

Why do we strongly recommend masking?
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/ClD/DCDC/Pages/COVID-19/Face-Coverings-QA.aspx
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Masks remain a criticaI component for protecting those that are most vulnerable in our communities, inctuding the

unvaccinated, the immunocompromised, or those at risk for severe disease and i[[ness when ongoing risk of
exposure remains.

Are there sti[[ places people

still have to wear masks?

Masks are required for all individuals in the fo[[owing indoor settings, regardless of vaccination status. Respirators
(e.g., N95s, KN95s, KF94s) or surgicaI masks with good fit are highty recommended.

.
I
.
.

Healthcaresettings(appliestoatlhealthcaresettings,includingthosethatarenotcoveredbytheState
Health Officer Order issued on July 26,202L)
State and locaI correctionatfacilities and detention centers

Homeless shelters
Long Term Care Settings & Adutt and Senior Care Facilities

Additionatly, masks are strongly recommended for att persons, regardtess of vaccine status, in indoor public
settings and businesses (examptes: retai[, restaurants, theaters, family entertainment centers, meetings, state and
local government offices serving the public); on public transit (examples: airplanes, ships, ferries, trains, subways,
buses, taxis, and ride-shares); and in transportation hubs (examples: airport, bus termina[, marina, train station,

seaport or other port, subway station, or any other area that provides transportation). Persons are encouraged to
also consider:

o

Data on COVID-19 transmission in your community, including COVID-19 case rates, test positivity, and

hospitatization data in their community;

r

lftheyareimmunocompromisedoratriskofsevereillnessordisease,orlivewithotherswhoare

.

immunocompromised or at risk of severe illness of disease;
How we[[ ventilated is the setting, including ventitation with outdoor air, and fresh air ventilation to the
spaces with the highest density of occupants, as well as where occupants may be unmasked.

Respirators (e.g., N95s, KN95s, KF94s) or surgicat masks with good fit are highty recommended.

lf many people are vaccinated, why do we sometimes still need to
wear face coverings?
While the percentage of Californians who have completed a primary series and are boosted continues to increase,
we continue to have areas of the state where vaccine coverage is [ow, putting individuals and communities at

greater risk for COVID-19. We also continue to learn more about waning immunity and need to be prepared for

future variants. Thus, masks are required for everyone in the high-risk settings listed above. Masks are strongly
recommended for atI persons, regardless of vaccine status, in indoor public settings and businesses.

Are children required to wear masks indoors in K-12 schools and

childcare settings?
After March 11, the universat masking requirement f or K-72 and Childcare settings moved to a strong

recommendation that individuals in these settings continue to mask in these indoor settings. See K-l-2 Guidance for
additionatinformation. Additionalguidance, including additionat requirements, may be issued by local pubtic
health officials, locaI educational agencies, andlor other authorities.
For additional information on types of masks for children, the most effective masks, and ensuring a well-fitted

mask, individuals should refer to CDPH Masks for Kids: Tips and Resources.
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/ClD/DCDC/Pages/COVID-19/Face-Coverings-QA.aspx
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When must unvaccinated people wear masks?
Everyone must stilt wear masks in the high-risk settings listed above. Masks are strongly recommended for atl
persons, regardless of vaccine status, in indoor public settings and businesses (for example: Iive performances,

indoor malts, movie theaters, places of worship, indoor mega events, and indoor museums); on public transit
(examples: airplanes, ships, ferries, trains, subways, buses, taxis, and ride-shares); and in transportation hubs
(examples: airport, bus termina[, marina, train station, seaport or other port, subway station, or any other area that
provides transportation). Respirators (e.g., N95s, KN95s, KF94s) or surgical masks with good fit are highly
recommended.
For additionaI information on types of masks, the most effective masks, and ensuring a well-fitted mask, individuals
shou ld refer to CDPH Get the Most out of Masking.

Does this guidance appty to persons who have not completed a

primary series (persons who have only received one dose of the
Pfizer-BioNTech and Moderna vaccine)?
Yes, atI persons regardless of vaccination status are required to wear masks in

the high-risk settings listed above.

Additionally, masks are strongly recommended for att persons, regardless of vaccine status, in indoor public
settings and businesses.

Are masks required in workplaces?
Masks are not required in Indoor public settings, including workplaces, but are strongly recommended for all

individuals in indoor public settings. ln workplaces, employers are subject to the CaI/OSHA COVID-19 Emergency
Temporary Standards (ETS) or in some workplaces the Cat/OSHA AerosoI Transmissible Diseases (ATD) (PDF)
Standard and should consult those regulations for additionaI applicable requirements.

Do "indoor public settings" include local board and commission

meetings?
Yes, board and commission meetings are

indoor public settings.

Does this guidance apply to colleges and universities?
Al[ students, staff and faculty, regardless of vaccine status, are strongly recommended to wear a mask in all indoor

public settings.

visitors in healthcare settings, correctionaI facilities and
detention centers also need to wear a mask?
Do

Yes, a[[ persons (regardtess of vaccination status) must wear a mask when

visiting

a

healthcare facility, a long-term

care facitity (tike a skitted-nursing facitity), a correctionalfacitity or a detention center. See State Public Heatth

Officer Order issued Juty 26, 2021for a futt tist of high-risk congregate and other healthcare settings where surgical
masks are required for unvaccinated workers, and recommendations for respirator use for unvaccinated workers in

healthcare and long-term care facilities in situations or settings not covered by Cat/OSHA ETS or ATD.

https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/ClD/DCDC/Pages/COVID-1 9/Face-Coverings-QA.aspx
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Do "health care settings" where universal masking is required of all
individuals include outpatient facilities and assisted living facilities?
Yes, health care settings refers

to places where healthcare is delivered and includes, but is not limited to, acute care

facitities, [ong-term acute-care facilities, inpatient rehabilitation facilities, nursing homes, home healthcare,
vehicles where healthcare is delivered (e.g., mobile clinics), and outpatient facilities, such as dialysis centers,
physician offices, dentaI offices, and others.

Are face coverings required in non-patient care areas (e.g., meeting

or break rooms) in Health Care Settings?
Masks are required in health care settings, including in non-patient care areas. However, perthe exception listed

below, persons who are working alone in a closed office or room are exempt from the masking requirement.

Does anyone need to continue to wear masks outdoors?
Peopte do not need to wear masks when outdoors

What if masks cannot be worn due to heavy exertion while ptaying
indoor sports, exercisingr or conditioning, or while performing at
indoor live or recorded settings or events such as music, acting, or
singing?
lndoor mask use remains an effective layer in protecting against COVID-19 infection and transmission, including
during sports, music, and retated activities, especialty activities with increased exertion and/or voice projection, or
prolonged close face-face contact. Accordingly, when actively practicing, conditioning, performing, or competing
indoors, masks are strongly recommended by participants even during heavy exertion, as practicable. lndividuals
using instruments indoors that cannot be played with a mask (e.g., wind instruments) are strongly recommended to
use bell coverings and maintain a minimum of 3 feet of physicaI distancing between participants. lf masks are not

worn (or bell covers are not used) due to heavy exertion, it

is

strongly recommended that individuals undergo

screening testing at least once weekly, unless they had COVID-].9 in the past 90 days. An FDA-authorized antigen
test, PCR test, or pooted PCR test is acceptable for evaluation of an individua['s COVID-19 status.

ln situations where surgical masks are required for source control,
can higher-level respirators (e.9., KN95s, KF94s, or N95s) be
voluntarily used instead of surgical masks?
Yes, in

situations where surgical masks are required for source contro[, voluntary use of a higher-level respirator

(e.g., KN95s, KF94s, or N95s) is atso acceptabte. This does not supersede any requirements for use of a respirator

under CaI/OSHA ETS or ATD.

Who is exempt from wearing a mask?
The following individuals are exempt from wearing masks at a[[ times:
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.

Persons youngerthan two years old. Very young chitdren must not wear a mask because of the risk of

suffocation.

.

Persons with a medicaI condition, mental health condition, or disability that prevents wearing a mask. This

includes persons with a medicaI condition for whom wearing a mask could obstruct breathing or who are

I
.

unconscior.rs, incapacitated, or otherwise unable to remove a mask without assistance.
Persons who are hearing impaired, or communicating with a person who is hearing impaired, where the

abitity to see the mouth is essentiaI for communication.
Persons for whom wearing a mask would create a risk to the person related to their work, as determined by
loca[, state, or federaI regulators or workplace safety guidetines.

Additiona[[y, exceptions to the masking requirements in specified high-risk settings appty in the fottowing
circumstances:

.
o
.
.

.
.

Masks may be removed while actively eating or drinking.
Persons who are working alone in a closed office or room.
Persons who are obtaining a medical, dental or cosmetic service involving the nose or face for which

temporary removal of the face covering is necessary to perform the services.
Persons or providers (which may include Apptied Behavior Analysis therapists) who are obtaining or

providing a speech, occu pational or language therapy session where temporary removal of the mask to
facilitate appropriate and timely treatment of the speech, occupationalor language disorder is necessary, as
determined by the therapy provider. Masks should immediately be replaced when not activety receiving or
providing such therapy services, including while in waiting rooms.
Workers who wear respiratory protection, per Cat/OSHA requirements.
Persons who are specifically exempted from wearing masks by other CDPH guidance.

What should I do if my mask feels wet or gets saturated with sweat?
Any face mask that feels wet or becomes saturated with sweat should be changed immediately.

How can businesses support patrons and help protect their

communities?
CDPH is

maintaining the requirement that businesses and venue operators must allow any individualto wear

a

mask if they desire to. No person can be prevented from wearing a mask as a condition of participation in an

activity or entry into a business.
ln addition, in settings where masks are strongly recommended, businesses, venue operators or hosts shoutd also
consid er:
a

Providing information to all patrons, guests and attendees regarding masking recommendations for all

a

persons, regardless of vaccine status.
Providing information to alI patrons, guests and attendees to consider better fit and filtration for masks

a

IRespirators (e.g., N95s, KN95s, KF94s) or surgical masks with good fit are recommended over cloth masks].
Requiring a[[ patrons to wear masks, when risk in the com munity may be high, or if those being served are at
high-risk for severe disease or i[[ness.

a

Requiring attendees who do not provide proof of vaccination to enter indoor Mega Events to continue
masking during the event, especia[[y when not actively eating or drinking.

How would a business provide information to their customers about
mask recommendations?
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/ClD/DCDC/Pages/COVID-1 9/Face-Coverings-QA.aspx
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A business may post a sign or placard at the entrance to

their business notifying customers of their mask

requirements. Additionatly, businesses may post such information on their website or at point of ticket sale prior to

entry or notify their members of masking requirements.

Can I be prevented from wearing a mask?
No person can be prevented from wearing a mask as a condition of participation in an activity or entry into a
business.

lf I test positive for COVID-l9, when should I wear a mask?
It is strongly recommended that everyone, regardless of vaccination status, previous infection or lack of symptoms
stay home for at least five days, and wear a wett-fitting mask when around others for a totaI of

J,0

days, especially in

indoor settings when testing positive for COVID-19 and are in isolation. See CDPH lsolation and Quarantine
Guidance for additionaI information,

lf I was exposed to COVID-l9, when should I wear a mask?
It is strongly recommended that everyone, regard less of vaccination status or whether in quarantine or not, wear

a

wett-fitting mask around others for 10 days, especia[[y in indoor settings, after exposure to someone with COVID-19
See CDPH

lsolation and Quarantine Guidance for additional information.

Origina[[y Pubtished on June 14,202I
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Face Coverings Fact Sheet (PDF) Face Coverings Q&A Masks for Kids Tips and Resources
Face Covering Guidance Face Shields O&A (PDF) More Home & Community Guidance
All Guidance More Languages
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Wearing a mask is essential during the COVID-19 pandemic. lt witt hetp prevent both you and others from getting
COVID-19. This is more
CDPH maintains

important than ever with new, more easily transm itted variants of COVID-19 on the rise.

updated Guidance on the Use of Face Coverings in California and provides Tips and Resources on

Masks for Kids.

la

Poor Fitting Face Covering
An effective mask has both good

fit and good filtration.

A

well fitted mask has no gaps between the face and mask,

such as above the nose or at the sides. With gaps, air that has virus particles can easily leak in or out around the
sides of the mask. Good fit forces the air that you breathe out and breathe in to go through the mask and be fittered,
Good filtration blocks the virus partictes from going through the mask itself. You can get good filtration with the

right materials and by using more layers.
Good fit and fittration improve protection for others if you are infected and protection for you if you are exposed to

an infected person.
Double masking is an effective way to improve fit and filtration. A close-fitting cloth mask can be worn on top of

a

su rgical/disposable mask to improve the seal of the mask to the face. Layering more than two masks is not

recommended as this could be difficult to breathe through. Also, it is not recommended to wear two medicat
masks, or to wear a medicat mask on top of a KN95, KF94, or N95. Doubte masking may be appropriate where

improved fit and filtration are especially important, and some situations where this may be considered are tisted
below.
Regardless of the mask type, it is only effective if it is worn overyour mouth and nose

When Wearing an Effective Mask is Especially

lmportant

Some situations require a higher level of protection (improved fit and/or improved fittration)

.
.
.

ln indoor settings with unvaccinated persons or with persons whose vaccination status is unknown.
ln indoor settings with poor ventitation.
ln close quarters with other people where social distancing is not possible (examples: riding a crowded bus,

waiting in line at

a

crowded airport termina[).

.lnanypublicplaceforpeoplewhoareolderorwithmedicalconditionsthatputthemathigherriskofsevere
COVID illness.
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you're at home, there are times when a higher [eve[ of protection is important, such as when:

Even when

.
.
I

Providing care for family members who are sick with or may have been exposed to someone with COVID-19.
Living in a household with someone who is suspected of having or has COVID-19.
Someone from outside your household comes into your home who may be unvaccinated (example: friend,
retative, repair person).

.

You

work outside the home and live with someone who is older or with a medical condition that puts them at

higher risk of severe COVID illness.

the CDC's Frequentty Asked Questions about COVID-19 Vaccination, it is important to continue to wear a
mask even after receiving the COVID-19 vaccine to protect yourself and others in some situations. lt's important for

As noted in

everyone to continue using all the tools available to help stop this pandemic as we learn more about how COVID-19
vaccines work against evolving variants.

Choosing your Mask

Know which Masks Provide the Best Protection Against COVID-19:
Most Effective

.

More Effective

Least Effective

Effective

.

.

o

wildfire smoke)

t

KN95

three or more cloth

a

Double Mask

layers

KF94

Surgical Mask

Fabric mask with

N95 (also best for

Fitted SurgicaI Mask

No matter what kind of mask you wear, check the fit and eliminate gaps above the nose or on the sides. Gaps wi[[

significantly reduce the effectiveness of any mask.

N95 Respirators
When they fit wel[, N95 respirators are highty effective in preventing the spread of COVID-19. Counterfeit N95s can
be avoided by making sure they are NIOSH approved and have the required labeting (PDF) printed directly on the
resp i rato r.

Choose a size and modelthat fits your face and has no gaps. Test it by doing a seal check (PDF) to make sure it fits.
N95 respirators are currently available online and in hardware and safety supply stores and are no longer being

reserved for healthcare settings. As the availability of respirators increases, individuals may choose to wear them
instead of other options, particularly in settings, such as those described above, where greater protection is
needed.
lf you wear an N95 respirator, you should not wear an additionaI face covering over or

u

nder the respirator, as it can

interfere with the seaI to the face.

KN95 and KF94 Respirators
KN95s and KF94s are internationaI respirators that are designed to provide good filtration. However, testing of
KN95s has shown that some models are not effective. For example, the National lnstitute for OccupationaI Safety

and Health (NIOSH) has found that more than hatf of KN95s tested did not fitter particles as we[[ as the
manufacturers claimed. lf you do choose to use a KN95, we recommend finding a KN95 that has been tested by

https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/ClD/DCDC/Pages/COVID-19/Get-the-Most-out-of-Masking.aspx
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NIOSH and has a

minimum "filtration efficiency" of

95o/o

or higher. Additionally, atmost all KN95s and KF94s have

ear loops. Respirators with ear loops often provide a worse fit than respirators with head straps (such as N95s),

depending on head size and ear loop design.
KN95 and KF94s are both available in "child" or "extra-smalt" sizes, making them a good option for children.

MedicaI Masks (also called SurgicaI Masks or Disposable Face Masks)

Medical masks include various types of loose-fitting disposable masks. The fit of a medical mask can be improved

with

a

.
.
.
.

simple modification or by using a mask brace (fitted). Look for the following when buying medicaI masks:
Masks with three layers of non-woven material.
An adjustable nose bridge.

SurgicaI masks with ties may provide a closer fit than ear toops.
Passed ASTM F2100; ASTM F2100 leve[2

for higher fittration efficiency (American Society for Testing and

Materia ls).

Ctoth Masks
Cloth masks can on ly work well if they are tight fitting and made of materials that filter out smatl particles. Good

cloth masks have:

.
.
.

Two layers of tightty woven cotton with a third layer of non-woven fabric. The third layer could be a mask

filter insert, or a synthetic fabric such as polypropylene.
Nose wires to reduce gaps from the nose.

Adjustable ear loops orstraps that go around the head to reduce gaps from the face.

Face coverings

without these properties should not be used in higher risk situations if other options are available.

Examptes of less effective face coverings are two-layer cotton masks, bandanas, and gaiters.
The CDC provides a list of commercially availabte face coverings that meet minimum filtration and breathability

requirements (ASTM F3502-21). lf purchasing a mask that conforms with American Society for Testing and Materials
standards, choose a mask rated as "Level 2" which witl provide betterfiltration than a Level 1 mask. A Level 1 mask
has a

filtration efficiency of at least

200lo

while a Level 2 mask has a filtration efficiency of at least 50%. The optional

leakage ratio test provides additional information on the likelihood the mask witt fit to provide an adequate sealto

the wearer's face. Higher leakage ratios indicate a better fit.
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Resources
. CDC - lmprove How Your Mask Protects You
. CDC - lmprove the Fit and Filtration of Your Mask to Reduce the Spread of COVID-19
. CDC List of ASTM-3502-21Conforming Face Coverings
. Video lnstruction to lmprove Medical Mask Fit
' CDC Study - Maximizing Fit for Cloth and Medical Procedure Masks to lmprove Performance and Reduce
SARS-CoV-2 Transmission and Exposure

.
.
.
r

NIOSH Testing of

lnternational Respirators

NIOSH-Approved Particulate Filtering Facepiece Respirators
Required Labeling of NIOSH-Approved N95 Filtering Facepiece Respirators (PDF)

Howto Conduct a Sea[ Checkof an N95 (PDF)

Originalty Pubtished on March 4,2027
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